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ABSTRACT:
This Master Class will discuss arguments in favour of the need for protections for older
adults as a component of any discussion on ageism.
Research demonstrates that abuse or financial exploitation is most often perpetrated by
a trusted family member, caregiver, service provider, or other person in a position of
power or trust. This makes the job of detecting, and preventing issues even more
complicated as it is impossible to know who the trusted persons are who may be assisting
an older adult or person of compromised capacity.
From a Canadian legal perspective, cross-provincially our legislation and court processes
are not particularly well equipped to easily and cost effectively remedy these very
complicated issues and related disputes for either the abused or the persons trying to
help.
From a public policy perspective, the maintenance of an individual’s fundamental rights,
and freedoms, autonomy, and the presumption of capacity must be delicately balanced
alongside societal demands of protecting the vulnerable, meaning: those with diminished
capacity; those who are under disability; those who are frail, whether through sheer aging
and/or illness; those who are dependent; and those who require some degree of
protection from predators. Getting this delicate balance right is not easy on any front.
In order to conceptualize the issues and the magnitude of the problems created and
identify the key issues, we need to consider for a moment our “greying” society, and
demographics. According to Statistics Canada, 2016 represented an important milestone
in the history of the Canadian population: for the first time the number of seniors exceeded
the number of children - 16.9% (or 5.9 million) vs.16.6% (or 5.8 million). It is estimated
that by 2031 close to 1 in 4 Canadians will be 65 years of age or older and 12 million
seniors by the year 2061. This population has been growing rapidly for many years,
mainly due to the gradual increase in life expectancy. Similar demographic changes are
seen globally.
While it is certainly not the case that all older adults have mental capacity challenges,
with longevity comes an increase in medical issues affecting cognition, as well as related
diseases and disorders that affect capacity and increase an individual’s susceptibility to
being vulnerable and dependant. In 2011, 747,000 Canadians were living with cognitive
impairment, including dementia, which is 14.9% of Canadians age 65 and older. One in
11 Canadians over the age of 65 currently has Alzheimer's or related dementia. In the
United States, Alzheimer’s disease is the 6th leading cause of death with no cure-

worldwide and there is another reported case every 69 seconds. Clearly then, many older
adults are vulnerable to abuse and require some form of protection.
The panelists will identify, using examples through media, employment gender, cultural
and sexual orientation, social themes and theories contributing to ageism. They will then
identify key challenges in the law, legislation, dissemination of knowledge, and education
and awareness, concerning the individual needs of particular persons in society, which
include older adults and those suffering from illnesses, abuses, disability or who otherwise
may require protection.
Master Class Objectives – The session will be highly interactive with a view to engaging
participants to:
•
•
•

explore whether protection is always ageist;
address deficiencies internationally in the law, legislation, and public sector that
impact society’s ability to protect persons who may be vulnerable to abuse; and
identify and brainstorm remedies, tools, and resources to establish a protocol or
forum for an approach to the resolution of capacity disputes.
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